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Life is a Highway, Not a Telephone Line
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a dilemma that so many people would think that texting and driving punishments are not an important quandary. The popularity of texting has caused unforeseen dangers. This essay will include three main arguments about texting and driving and its punishments. First, laws surrounding texting and driving needed to be changed.  Second, it’s already illegal to do but it needs to be enforced and have higher consequences.  Third, Different states in the United States have decided that texting while driving laws should be enforced in a timelier manner by local peace officers. These arguments will help you understand why the punishments for texting and driving need to be more serious. 
There was a Virginia lawmaker in December of 2012 decided that laws needed to be changed for texting and driving.  “The punishment for texting and driving may as well be just a slap on the wrist” said AAA (Scoop-it.com). Some states issue a fine as little as $20 and some up to $500. Yet texting and driving is still a large issue. In many ways people believe that we can raise the punishment for texting and driving. In a study done by AAA they said “it's in support of changes as well. The company says 80% of all crashes involve something that distracted the driver within three seconds of the crash. It also says people who text are twenty times more likely to crash than those who don't and as many as 1/3 of Virginians admit they text while driving”(Scoop-it.com).  Studies done in the past have shown that most people that text and drive are as dangerous as driving under the influence or even worse. More than 3,000 fatalities had happened on United States road in 2011 due to distractions from texting and driving? Imagine if they were a son, brother, mother, uncle, grandparent or even a niece? The reason why the punishments should be raised higher is so that when this is someone they cherish, they should be able to know that they are getting what they deserve to get. 
Furthermore, the United States should have designated peace officers that can enforce texting while driving laws. A study done by the Pulaski Police Department in October 2012 showed that texting and driving on the roads is very difficult. The studies objective was to see the different habits to watch for while trying to crack down on texting and driving. The study had a designated course to simulate cars on the road as well as construction zones. The course operation consisted of a person driving the course with a minimum speed of 35 mph. While people drove the course an officer out of the car would send them a text message starting with short replies then needing them to give a longer reply back to what he had sent. They would reply back with short replies which most people know are no problem to send. When it came to long replies they were unable to reply.  "The detail you wanted from the text was too difficult to do” Said driver Samantha Rozanoff.” This study let officers know the way people drive while they are texting behind the wheel. They were able to see some difficulties and were able to take that to the road to stop most of the texting and driving that could be found. Afterwards, officers are able to spot texting and driving and put a stop and show that it is no longer tolerated. Most of the people after this study said “see I can text and drive”, but one person had to beg to differ "People say 'I can text and drive,' no, no they can't. You can only pay attention to one or the other. You can't do both at the same time," said Gary Green. He also stated "Using the hands, the mind, and using the eyes all at the same time. That's a complex function, that in a very brief moment of time, somebody can get killed," he said. (Scoop-it.com)
However, different states have started to set up laws that help prevent texting and driving. Some interesting things for this day and age are that scientists are able to create apps that take affect when you’re driving so that you can’t text and drive. The reason people spend so much time creating apps and teaching each other is because this subject is a very troubled subject. Did they know that some states have laws that say they can’t text or talk on your phone while driving? The main reason that states set laws like this is to protect the people of their state, but also they make these laws to protect the people that are texting so that they don’t cause a car accident and kill themselves or others. In Utah, as of January 2012, the state has amended a prior bill of texting and driving making the punishments for texting and driving a lot more severe. The law says that anybody that is caught texting and driving is either given a Class B misdemeanor for minor offence or Felony charges for injuring or even taking the life of someone. The current prohibitions in Utah are that texting and driving is outlawed for all drivers and careless driving.  Careless driving is defined as committing a moving violation while distracted by use of a hand-held cell phone or similar activities. Using a cell phone can bring additional penalties as leading to a violation.
Why are officers singling out texting and driving as being bad when there are different violations that they can prevent? Some example of that is why can’t the cops take the time that they spent trying to crack down on texting and driving and try cracking down on major drug rings and drug trafficking. Some people also wonder “Why don’t they crack down on people paying attention to their GPS or people adjusting the stereo” (Handsfreeinfo.com). That’s the thing the police are just choosing what they want to crack down on. People believe that there are more important problems going on in the world than just texting and driving, that’s why they believe that texting and driving should not be singled out. Did you know that in the United States there are more deaths due to drug overdoses than there are from fatalities in a car?   In 2008, a total of 5,870 people died from distracted driving in United States and in 2008 more than 36,000 people died from drug overdoses. Most of these deaths were caused by prescription drugs. This shows that drug abuse is a subject that needs more attention than texting while driving. 
Furthermore, from the information given above officials should raise the punishments for texting and driving. The three main claims that will help impose higher punishments are to make the laws more serious and higher offences, have better laws to impose, and have peace officer that are able to impose those laws at any given time when needed. As stated above it could be Grandma Mary, Uncle Bob, sister in law, brother, or father no matter who it is, remember their life is on the line when people decide to text and drive.
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